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was this. Nuncomar was, in fact, judicially murdered by
Hastings and Impey. He said so with his dying breath.'
He earnestly entreated the Council to interfere in his
behalf. Francis believed in the truth of what Nunco-
mar asserted. Francis insinuated the same thing himself
as broadly as he dared in subsequent minutes, yet because
ISTuncomar's true statement was not supported by evidence,
and because his murder had destroyed his credit, Francis
deliberately recorded an opinion that this true statement
was a libel which ought to be burnt by the common
hangman, and this he afterwards justified by saying that
by a libeller he understood a man who " advances charges
"which he does not intend, or," as was the case of
Nuncomar " is unable " (having been unjustly hanged)
" to make good." Thus according to Francis, a true
accusation became a libel fit to be burnt by the hang-
man as soon as the accused murdered the accuser,
whereby the accuser became unable to make good his
words. That was what he meant to say by his minute.
I do not" see how it was possible to carry meanness and
prevarication further.

But the importance of this astonishing defence does
not stop here. Nuncomar's words were, said Francis,
a libel on the Court as a whole, whereas Impey only had
been concerned " in that which constituted the deadly
"guilt of the transaction/' Of the other three judges,
Chambers and Hyde were free from all suspicion of a
judicial murder. Lemaistre was suspected only on
account of his intimacy with Impey.

This is an admission that the conduct of Impey raised
no just ground of suspicion at all, for if it had, Nun-
comar's statement would not have been unsupported.
Impey took a less prominent part in the proceedings